
Statement of Faith
God exists and has revealed Himself to mankind in numerous ways.  These revelations 
are evidence of God’s grace to all of mankind and show His desire for us to know Him 
and enjoy Him forever.  The revelation of the Bible is a unique and special way for the 
Church to understand the nature and character of God, the story of salvation in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the fundamental truths of the Christian faith.  This 
Statement of Faith is a foundational guide for all instruction, teaching, and preaching at 
Mission Community Church.
 
Bible
 
We believe that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the verbally 
inspired word of God, the final authority for faith, life, and conduct, inerrant in the 
original writings, infallible, and God-breathed.  We believe that God used human 
authors under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit to write the Scriptures as an 
essential means of self-disclosure to mankind.
 
References:  Psalm 12:6, Psalm 119:105, Proverbs 30:5, Mark 13:31, John 20:31, 2 
Timothy 3:16-17, Hebrews 4:12, 2 Peter 1:19-21
 
Gospel
 
The Gospel is the historical narrative of the triune God orchestrating the reconciliation 
and redemption of a broken creation and fallen creatures, from Satan, sin and its 
affects, to the Father and each other through the life, death, resurrection and future 
return of the substitutionary Son, by the power of the Holy Spirit, for God’s glory and the 
Church’s joy.[1]
 
The word Gospel actually means “good news.”  This Gospel is the good news that 
Jesus came to proclaim in his life, death, resurrection, and teachings that in spite of our 
sinfulness, the God of creation loves us passionately and has made a way for His 
children to return back to him by grace through faith in Jesus. 
 
Tim Keller explains the Gospel in a very practical way in the following quote:  “The 
gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, 
yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever 
dared hope.”
 
References:  Matthew 1:21, Mark 1:15, John 3:16, 1 Corinthians 15:3-6, 2 Corinthians 
5:21, Titus 3:3-7
 
God:
 
We believe in one, triune God, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  God is infinite, indivisible, almighty, and perfect in holiness, truth and love.  The 
persons of the Trinity are equal in every divine perfection.  They execute distinct but 



harmonious functions in the work of creation, history, providence, and redemption.  God 
possesses all life, glory, goodness, and blessedness in and of Himself.
 
References:  Genesis 1:1, 1:26, Deuteronomy 6:4, Matthew 28:19, John 1:1, 1:3, 4:24, 
5:26, Acts 7:2, Romans 1:19-20, 9:5, Ephesians 4:5-6, Colossians 2:9
 
God the Father
 
God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His creatures, and the 
flow of the stream of human history according to the purposes of His grace. He is all 
powerful, all knowing, all loving, and all wise. God is Father in truth to those who 
become children of God through faith in Jesus Christ. He is fatherly in His attitude 
toward all men.[2]
 
References:  Job 22:2-3, 34:10, Psalm 139, Isaiah 55:10-11, Daniel 3:27, Hosea 1:7, 
2:21-22, Matthew 4:4, 23:9, Luke 10:21-22, John 3:16, 6:27, Acts 17:24-28, 17:31, 
17:44, Romans 1:7, 4:19-21, Colossians 1:16-17, I Timothy 1:1-2, 2:5-6, I Peter 1:3, 
Revelation 1:4-6
 
God the Son
 
Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ He was 
conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and 
did the will of God, taking upon Himself human nature with its demands and necessities 
and identifying Himself completely with mankind yet without sin. He honored the divine 
law by His personal obedience, and in His substitutionary death on the cross He made 
provision for the redemption of mankind from sin. He was buried and raised from the 
dead by the power of the Holy Spirit with a glorified body and appeared to His disciples 
and other witnesses. He ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of 
the Father where He is the One Mediator, fully God, fully man, in whose Person is 
effected the reconciliation between God and man. He will return in power and glory to 
judge the world and to consummate His redemptive mission.[3]
 
References:  Matthew 20:28, Acts 1:11, Romans 5:6-8, 6:9-10, 8:34, I Corinthians 
15:1-28, Philippians 2:6-11, I Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 7:25, 9:28, I Peter 2:21-23, 
Revelation 5:12-14
 
Holy Spirit
 
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine. He inspired holy men of old to write the 
Scriptures. Through illumination He enables men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. 
He convicts and convinces men of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. He calls 
mankind to repent of sin and turn in faith to Jesus Christ as Savior, and effects 
regeneration. At the moment of regeneration He baptizes every believer into the Body of 
Christ. He cultivates Christian character, comforts believers, and bestows the spiritual 
gifts by which they serve God through His church. He seals the believer unto the day of 



final redemption. His presence in the Christian is the guarantee that God will bring the 
believer into the fullness of the stature of Christ. He enlightens and empowers the 
believer and the church in worship, evangelism, and service.[4]
 
References: John 14:16-17, 14:26, 15:26-27, 16:9-14, Romans 8:9, 8:12-13, 8:26-27, I 
Corinthians 2:10-11, 3:16, 6:19, 12:13, II Corinthians 3:6, Galatians 5:22-26, Titus 3:5
 
Creation
 
We believe that God created all things visible and invisible for the manifestation of the 
glory of His eternal power, wisdom, and goodness. He created every molecule and 
galaxy. He created each species of life separately and finished His work by creating 
Adam from the dust and Eve from Adam, and all of His creation was in fact “very good.” 
We believe that the universe has its beginning and end in God’s will. The universe is in 
no sense independent of Him and creation does not reflect a prior deficiency but its 
formation and maintenance represent a continuing exertion of His creative power and 
ability. Both Adam and Eve were created equally in the image of God without sin. He 
endued them with knowledge, righteousness, and holiness having God’s natural law of 
conscience written in their hearts and the power to fulfill that law. They lived with the 
possibility of transgressing since they were left to the liberty of their own will. The 
sacredness of human personality is evident in that God created man and woman in His 
own image and therefore every person of every race pos- sesses full dignity and is 
worthy of respect and Christian love.[5]
 
References:  Genesis 1-2, Ecclesiastes 7:29, 12:7, Job 26:13, 33:4 , Psalm 24:1-2; 
33:5-6, 104:24, Isaiah 55:10-11, Jeremiah 10:12, Matthew 10:28, John 1:1-3, Acts 
17:24, Romans 1:20, 2:14-15, Ephesians 4:24, Colossians 1:15-16, 3:10, Hebrews 1:2; 
11:3, Revelation 4:11
 
Sin
 
Adam and Eve received a command not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil which allowed them, while they kept it, to remain joyfully whole in their communion 
with God and have dominion over the earth and all living things. Adam and Eve, being 
influenced and seduced by the subtlety and temptation of Satan, sinned in eating of the 
fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. They thereby incurred not only 
physical death but also spiritual death which is separation from God. God permitted 
their sin, having allowed it to His own ultimate mercy and glory. By this sin they fell from 
their original righteousness and communion with God and so became dead in sin and 
wholly corrupted in all their parts and faculties of soul, spirit, and body. As they were the 
root of all mankind, the guilt, death, and corrupted nature caused by this sin was 
imputed and conveyed to all their posterity descending from generation to generation. 
Since this original corruption, we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to 
all good. We are thus wholly inclined to all evil and from this disposition proceeds all 
actual sin. For this reason, we believe all human beings are born with a sinful nature. 
This corruption of nature, during this life, remains in those that are saved; and although 



it is, through Christ, pardoned and mortified, it is never completely overcome until our 
glorification.[6]
 
References:  Genesis 1:27-28; 2:16-17; 3:6-8, 11,13,23; 5:3; 6:5; 8:21; Job 14:4; 15:4; 
Psalm 51:5; Ecclesiastes 7:29; Jeremiah 17:9; Matthew 15:19; Acts 17:26; Romans 
3:10-18,23; 5:6,12, 15-19; 7:18; 8:7; 11:32; I Corinthians 15:21-22, 45, 49; II Corinthians 
11:3; Ephesians 2:1-3; Colossians 1:21; Titus 1:15; James 1:14-15; 1 John 1:8,10; 
Romans 7:5,8, 14, 17-18, 23, 25; Galatians 5:17
 
Salvation
 
Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered freely to all who 
confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, who by His own blood obtained eternal 
redemption for the believer. In its broadest sense salvation includes regeneration, 
justification, sanctification, and glorification. There is no salvation apart from personal 
faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.
 
Regeneration
 
Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God's grace whereby believers become new 
creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through 
conviction of sin, to which the sinner responds in repentance toward God and faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Repentance and faith are inseparable experiences of grace.
 
Repentance
 
Repentance is a genuine turning from sin toward God. Faith is the confession of Jesus 
Christ and commitment of the entire personality to Him as Lord and Savior.
 
Justification
 
Justification is God's gracious and full acquittal upon principles of His righteousness of 
all sinners who repent and believe in Christ. Justification brings the believer unto a 
relationship of peace and favor with God.
 
Sanctification
 
Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by which the believer is set 
apart to God's purposes, and is enabled to progress toward moral and spiritual maturity 
through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace 
should continue throughout the regenerate person's life.
 
Glorification
 
Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final blessed and abiding state of 
the redeemed.



 
References: Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26; 
27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24; 10:9,28-29; 
15:1-16; 17:17; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 
3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 
1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; 
Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1 
Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 9:24-28; 
11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 
21:1-22:5.
 
God's Purpose and Grace
 
Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, justifies, 
sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is consistent with the free agency of man, and 
comprehends all the means in connection with the end. It is the glorious display of 
God's sovereign goodness, and is infinitely wise, holy, and unchangeable. It excludes 
boasting and promotes humility.
 
All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Christ, and 
sanctified by His Spirit, will never fall away from the state of grace, but shall persevere 
to the end. Believers may fall into sin through neglect and temptation, whereby they 
grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, and bring reproach on the cause of 
Christ and temporal judgments on themselves; yet they shall be kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation.[7]
 
References: Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; Isaiah 5:1-7; 
Jeremiah 31:31ff.; Matthew 16:18-19; 21:28-45; 24:22,31; 25:34; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 
19:41-44; 24:44-48; John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24; 6:44-45,65; 10:27-29; 15:16; 
17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32; Romans 5:9-10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1 
Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-28; Ephesians 1:4-23; 2:1-10; 3:1-11; Colossians 1:12-14; 2 
Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:12; 2:10,19; Hebrews 11:39–12:2; James 1:12; 1 
Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2.
 
Church
 
“The local church is a community of regenerated believers who confess Jesus Christ as 
Lord. In obedience to Scripture they organize under qualified leadership, gather 
regularly for preaching and worship, observe the biblical sacraments of baptism and 
communion, are unified by the Spirit, are disciplined for holiness, and scatter to fulfill the 
great commandment and the great commission as missionaries to the world for God's 
glory and their joy.” – Mark Driscoll, Vintage Church
 
References:  Matthew 16:15-19, Acts 2:41-42, 2:47, 5:11-14, 6:3-6, 14:23, 14:27, 
15:1-30, 16:5, 20:17-32, I Corinthians 3:16, 7:17, 9:13- 14, 12:1-31, Colossians 1:18, I 
Timothy 3:1-15, 4:14 , Titus 1:5-9, I Peter 5:1-4, Revelation 2-3, 21:2-3



 
Sacraments:
 
Baptism
 
Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of outward obedience symbolizing the believer’s 
faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Savior; death to sin; burial of the old life; and 
resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus. It is a testimony to a believer’s 
faith in an ultimate bodily resurrection to eternal life with Christ in His Kingdom.
 
The Lord’s Supper
 
The Lord’s Supper is an act of worship and obedience whereby believers, through 
partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine, memorialize the death of the Redeemer 
and anticipate His second coming. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are significant 
expressions of salvation, worship, and submission to God for the believer.[8]
 
References:  Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 
3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35- 39; 16:30-33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1 
Corinthians 10:16, 21; 11:23-29; Colossians 2:12
 
Mission:
 
The Mission of God
 
All things exist and are being worked according to the triune God’s passion, pleasure 
and plan (Ephesians 1:11), which is the demonstration of His own intrinsic glory. God 
creates, calls, rescues, redeems, saves, restores, restrains and grants all to the end 
that He might be praised.
 
His desire, which He will surely fulfill, is that the knowledge of His glory would cover the 
earth as the waters do the sea (Habakkuk 2:14). God’s mission is the manifestation of 
His magnificence. His mission is glory.
 
What is the glory of God? The glory of God is the gravity that keeps those who see and 
savor it from spinning off into the spacious trivialities of sin. God’s desire is that He 
might be known and enjoyed for His nature and character. He seeks to be recognized 
as supremely valuable, supremely worthy and supremely splendid. God’s glory is 
sensed when we feel the reality of His presence, goodness and superiority.
 
The Mission of the Church
 
The mission of the Church universal is to glorify God by making disciples through the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.



God’s mission and the mission of His Church are inseparably linked. If God’s mission is 
to be glorified through the redemption and reconciliation of a people, the Church’s 
mission must orient around the glory of God and seek to glorify Him through redemption 
and reconciliation.
 
The mission of the Church is highlighted in 2 Corinthians 5. As those who have been 
reconciled to God through the gospel of Jesus Christ, we are now ambassadors of 
reconciliation to a lost and broken world. We plead, urge, implore, reason, pray, serve, 
preach, teach and gather to see God glorified through reconciliation.[9]
 
The Mission of Mission Community Church
 
“We exist to make disciples and to plants churches that multiply for the glory of God.”
 
References:  Matthew 28:18-20, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21, Ephesians 4:11-13, Isaiah 
48:9-11, Ephesians 1:3-14, Isaiah 43:6-7, Ezekiel 20:14
 
Gifts
 
We believe the Holy Spirit empowers spiritual gifts as God wills to His children. These 
gifts are designed to testify to the presence of the Kingdom and distributed to equip the 
saints for worship and ministry to build up the body of Jesus Christ. The miracles and 
revelatory gifts dispensed to the apostles and prophets of the early church are active 
today. The use of spiritual gifts is for the purpose of edification within the body that it 
would be built up in Christ. We believe that God uses these spiritual gifts to display His 
glory and anointing in individual saints for the work of His ministry established in the 
timeless message of the Bible.
 
References:  Acts 2:1-4, Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:8-11, 14:12, Ephesians 
4:11-12,
 
Community
 
We worship a triune God, Who has eternally existed as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In 
identifying the tri-unity of God, we recognize that God is communal. The Godhead has 
perpetually dwelt in perfect harmony, unity, joy, love and bliss. Bearing the image of 
God, mankind is called to reflect this reality. We are called to be communal creatures 
imaging the community of our Creator.
 
Though each Christian has a personal relationship with God, that relationship is not 
individual or private. The Christian faith is not intended to be lived in isolation. We were 
made for community – relationship with God and with each other. The local church is 
not merely a place that we attend but a people to whom we belong. The Bible calls us 
members of the body with the expectation that we contribute to the body for the glory of 
God and the good of His people.
 



Gospel-centered community is a radical call amid a culture of mere attendance and 
casual involvement. It involves mutual love, care, consistency and authenticity as we 
seek to adorn the person and work of Christ with our lives. Where these elements are 
lacking, we have moved away from gospel-centered community and into the realm of 
social clubs.
Gospel-centered community is primarily expressed through our Groups ministry. Groups 
are not perfect and those who participate in them will find them messy at times. 
However, our hope is that group members will be radically committed to reform from 
within. This takes time, prayer, effort, patience, love, trust and hope.[10]
 
References:  James 5:16, Acts 2:42-47, 1 Corinthians 12:12-31
 
Eternity
 
We believe that Heaven is a real place of eternal blessedness prepared by God for 
those who have been saved by grace through the shed blood of Christ. We believe that 
Hell is a real place of eternal suffering for those whose names are not written in the 
book of life. There is no intermediate state in which the unsaved can atone for his own 
sins.[11]
References:  John 14:1-6; Revelation 7:13-17; 20:11-15; 21:22-27; 2 Corinthians 5:1-10; 
Luke 16:19-31, Luke 16:19-31, John 14:1-6, 2 Corinthians 5:1-10, Revelation 7:13-17, 
20:11-15, 21:22-27
 
Eschatology/Last Things
 
The consummation of all things includes the future, physical, visible, personal and 
glorious return of Jesus Christ, the resurrection of the dead and the translation of those 
alive in Christ, the judgment of the just and the unjust, and the fulfillment of Christ’s 
kingdom in the new heavens and the new earth. In the consummation, Satan, with his 
hosts and all those outside Christ, is finally separated from the benevolent presence of 
God, enduring eternal punishment, but the righteous, in glorious bodies, shall live and 
reign with Him forever, serving Him and giving Him unending praise and glory. Then 
shall the eager expectation of creation be fulfilled, and the whole earth shall proclaim 
the glory of God, Who makes all things new.[12]
 
References:  Matthew 16:27, Mark 14:62 , John 14:3 , Acts 1:11, Philippians 3:20, 1 
Thessalonians 4:15, 2 Timothy 4:1, Titus 2:13, 1 Corinthians 15: , 2 Thessalonians 
1:7-10, Revelation 20:4-6, 11-15
 
Kingdom
 
The Kingdom of God includes both His general sovereignty over the universe and His 
particular kingship over men who willfully acknowledge Him as King. Particularly the 
Kingdom is the realm of salvation into which men enter by trustful, childlike commitment 
to Jesus Christ. Christians ought to pray and to labor that the Kingdom may come and 



God's will be done on earth. The full consummation of the Kingdom awaits the return of 
Jesus Christ and the end of this age.[13]
 
References:  Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Matthew 3:2; 4:8-10,23; 
12:25-28; 13:1-52; 25:31-46; 26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 
17:20-21; 23:42; John 3:3; 18:36; Acts 1:6-7; 17:22-31; Romans 5:17; 8:19; 1 
Corinthians 15:24-28; Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 4:13; 
Revelation 1:6,9; 5:10; 11:15; 21-22. Mark 1:15
 
 
Family
God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is 
composed of persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption.
 
Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a 
lifetime. It is God's unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and to 
provide for the man and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate 
companionship, the channel of sexual expression according to biblical standards, and 
the means for procreation of the human race.
 
The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God's 
image. The marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people. A husband 
is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to 
provide for, to protect, and to lead his family. A wife is to submit herself graciously to the 
servant leadership of her husband even as the church willingly submits to the headship 
of Christ. She, being in the image of God as is her husband and thus equal to him, has 
the God-given responsibility to respect her husband and to serve as his helper in 
managing the household and nurturing the next generation.
 
Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord. 
Parents are to demonstrate to their children God's pattern for marriage. Parents are to 
teach their children spiritual and moral values and to lead them, through consistent 
lifestyle example and loving discipline, to make choices based on biblical truth. Children 
are to honor and obey their parents.[14]
 
References:  Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Ephesians 5:22-33, 6:1-4, Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 
3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 1:26-28; Psalms 
51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 
17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; 
Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 
Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 
Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7
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Note:  Much of the information contained in this document is taken from other churches 
that express our same theological convictions. Writing a Statement of Faith can be an 
extremely tedious task that requires much time, prayer, thought and study.  With all that 
goes into church planting, the task of creating our own Statement of Faith will be put on 
hold for the time being in order to focus on other more pressing issues.  In order to 
accurately state what we believe we will be borrowing the excellent work of other 
churches, as they share the theological positions of Mission Community Church.  Our 
desire is to write an original Statement of Faith for Mission Community Church, but until 
then, this document will clearly articulate what we believe as a church community. We 
are grateful for the hard work and careful explanation of these churches on the following 
matters of the Christian faith.  


